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East Colfax Neighborhood Association (ECNA)

General Meeting  -  July 16, 2019
Counterpath  -  7935 E. 14th Avenue
Acknowledgement:  We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Ute, the Cheyenne, and the Arapahoe peoples.
Please contribute to the reparations fund.  See the website: eastcolfaxneighborhood.org
Announcements:
Friday Block Party – next one August 3rd at Counterpath.

Reading Group is active.  Feel free to join the discussion.
Protest regarding human rights violations threatened by administration policies was well attended.
Open Comments:
Yoal Ghebremeskel of Street Fraternity.  Organization has been in existence for six years.  Mission is to support young men 14-25 years old, especially immigrants and refugees, with prayer room, aggressive workout room, computer lab, music studio.  Building relationships of trust and respect.  Next door to The Corner Store.  That block has been crime-free for a year and has nothing to do with the closure of the store, even though street violence and shootings are a part of the life of these young men.

Six Million Steps for Kids walk to raise awareness.  Meeting at 6:45 at Street Fraternity on August 18th to rendezvous with other walkers at New Freedom Park at 13th and Yosemite. 
Presentations:

Commander Kathleen Bancroft  of District 2 of the Denver Police Department Quarterly Update:  Acknowledged two officers in attendance who are on patrol in the neighborhood.

Q re: recent shooting.  Shooter was arrested.

East Colfax Neighborhood is engaged in calling in problems and walking with the police to help clean up the area.


Q re: de-escalation training.  Academy training in crisis intervention in cases of mental health incidents, trying to talk the person down before physically restraining.  Annual updated training.  Example of a 17-year-old young lady who was off her meds and armed.  Situation was defused without violence.  Mental health professionals also do ride-alongs on patrol.  Police are trying to solve mental health issues without putting people in jail, which doesn’t help.

District 2 is a large area, from Yosemite to Platte River, 48th Avenue and 6th Avenue.  Citizens should be able to feel safe walking on the street or around a park.

Denver Days is coming up, which will keep the force busy.  The Police Dept will feature a new police vehicle called the Copsicle, which will serve popsicles. 
Amanda Sawyer, District 5 Councilperson.  Started yesterday under new term.  Logan Frye is office rep who lives in the neighborhood.  Signup sheet being circulated among the attendees.  A survey is being prepared to get feedback from the community.  

Lots of activity in our area, such as DURA working to get the East Colfax corridor from Monaco to Yosemite designated as renewal area to obtain new business incentives.

East Area Plan Meeting on July 25th at East Montclair Community Center.  For details, please visit denvergov.org/eastplan.

The District 5 office is currently (and traditionally has been) downtown, but Amanda's goal is to move to her district area to be more accessible to the community.

Q re: two weeks ago City Council voted to expand Pena Blvd to DIA, costing $93 million.  Why did Amanda vote yes?  Four phases, including reconfiguring the “return lane” and move the commercial vehicle lot from 5 miles from DIA, which causes cab drivers to idle cars to keep warm or cool, and use porta-potties, to a lot 2.5 miles from DIA with facilities so cars don’t have to idle, etc.  The plan is not just to widen the road, but to provide other facilities.  DIA is the largest revenue-driver in the state, the 5th largest airport in the nation, and we need to make transportation to/from DIA convenient.  Even though the vote was against her instincts and public opinion, she decided to support the initiative.


Q re: this year’s property assessment causing increases on property taxes.  How would this impact affordable housing projects?   Michael Sapp, Dept of Safety addressed the issue.  Tools are available to provide property tax rebates to help low-income home owners as well as renters.  Temporary Rental Assistance program is also in place.  


Q re: rent control.  Denver does not have rent control.  This is a State-level issue and subject to State Judiciary, which is working on it.  “Inclusionary housing” will be discussed later.


Q re: outreach to low-income people who may not know about websites.  Grassroots level communications in multiple languages is needed.
Megan Yonke, Housing Development Officer with Denver Economic Development & Opportunity and Liz Weigel, Denver City Planning Development work on the East Area Plan.  they also helped evaluate the proposals for the Family Affordable Housing projects and intend to be long-term partners with the developers.
8315 E. Colfax (with adjacent parcel at 1500 Valencia) at Valencia – to be family support with early education component.  Mercy Housing targets vulnerable population.  Dee Walsh, Exec VP, with 2 other team members, explained Mercy Housing's mission as one of the largest developers of affordable housing in the country.  

Kuhl Brown, Development Manager, gave an overview of the plans, including 83 apartments of 1-4 bedrooms to accomodate families as well as single individuals.  In addition, there will be community amenity spaces and on-site parking.

Educational and life benefits are linked to quality Early Childhood Education (ECE), such as more likely to graduate from high school, earn more money, and own homes as adults.  East Colfax is an ECE “desert” with few childcare providers, and only one with QRIS quality rating and only a few who accept CCCAP subsidy.  Mercy Housing Project Site intends to be both QRIS qualified and a CCCAP participant.


Five-story building (vacating alley between the two parcels) with noise abatement setbacks, etc.


Community and Local Stakeholder Engagement plans include data gathering this fall, secure financing and pre-development in 2020, construction to be initiated in 2021 and completed in 2022.

Jennifer Thiebood explained the focus on housing stability, financial guidance, and health navigation services, including mental health services on-site.  Also, Mercy will do surveys to make sure they are meeting real needs, not only of residents, but also of the community.
Project contacts:  

Derek Woodbury - City of Denver - derek.woodbury@denvergov.org - 720-913-1608


Kuhl Brown - Mercy Housing - kuhl.brown@mercyhousing.org - 303-830-3470 
7900 E. Colfax at Trenton – to be a supportive housing project for brain-injured persons.


Brothers Redevelopment and Brain Injury Alliance are assessing the impact on brain injury on homelessness.  30% of Denver housing funds address the homeless to provide housing to those who need it most, with dignity.  Intergovernmental agreement was entered into for bonds to provide funding to take care of those who are less fortunate than we are.

Jeff Martinez, Executive Director of Brothers Redevelopment, said they offer a lot of services and tools to help with tax relief and navigation for seniors so they can stay in their homes.  Brothers has 14 communities that they own as well as manages 2 others in Jeffco, Denver, Aurora, etc.  Brothers stewards a number of projects and manages compliance regarding investments for capital needs, parking and so forth.


Recently had ribbon-cutting in Aurora at the Paris Family Apartments.  Worked closely with the neighborhood organization, adjacent neighbors, Anschutz campus, and others. 

Works with experts at BRI, Brain Injury Alliance, SW, The Fax Partnership.  Four-story building with 72 apartments, trauma informed design with community amenity spaces and on-site parking, first floor with 24/7 front desk, servi es area, leasing office, second floor with resident community area with kitchen/library/exercise room/outdoor terrace and other amenitites.  Brothers will provide housing service to the East Colfax community from a ground floor office.

Max Winkler, Executive Director of Brain Injury Alliance.  Started as a support group and has grown to an agency with 35 staff around the state.  Serves “acquired brain injury” from car accidents, fall, strokes, concussions, etc.  Helps with medical referrals and paperwork.  Provides “case management,” including self-management, communication deficits.  Also provides mentorship, on-site services, youth programs, professional trainings, special events such as a hike up Pikes Peak the weekend after Labor Day.

Review of research shows 40% of persons with brain injury experience homelessness due to lack of employment, family relationship issues, etc.


Chad Holzinger with Shopworks Architecture has done a lot of projects in supportive housing and homelessness.  Example of Arroyo Village in Aurora with 95 family workforce apartments.  Another is Brandon Courtyard in collaboration with VOA with 150 units.  

Brain dysfunction impacts “trust in relationships” in many arenas of life.  Almost miraculous results with the examples above, such as access to health connections that have been deferred for decades.  Mental health, safety, housing, privacy and dignity are priorities.  

Preliminary concept includes parking via the alley so as not to congest the Colfax and Trenton intersection.  Security is a big priority as well.

Q re: why not going for full five stories?  The “sweet spot” for housing density is 50-100 units, and this design is for 72 in four floors.


Monica Martinez with The Fax Partnership is on the team, doing community engagement.  Goal is to create a model project.  Brendan Green will be heading up discussions about design and construction issues.  

First steering community is Tuesday, September 10th at 6:00 (tentative).  Talk to Fax if you’re interested in attending.  


Fax will be doing quarterly presentations at ECNA meetings for project input.  Fax will also host office hours to address community concerns.


Community Celebration on August 15th 4-7 pm at project site with food, music, and project information.


Jennifer Siegel will be covering for Megan Yorke while she is on maternity leave.

Project contacts:  

Derek Woodbury - City of Denver - derek.woodbury@denvergov.org - 720-913-1608


Jeff Martinez - Brothers - info@brothersredevelopment.org - 303-202-6340 


Q re: when is the sale and actual conveyance from C&C of Denver to developers?  Megan responded that the City Council has to approve the actual land sales, contingent on financing and tax credits being set up in advance.  

Q re: 99-year deed restriction?  Certain numbers of units must be “affordable housing.”  Applicable to both projects.


Q re: 16% of funds restriction?  Proportion of funds for purchase of land for supportive housing per district in order to spread funding throughout the city.


Q re: application process.  When units are available in 2022, basic website will be active.  In the meantime, refer homeless people to the Brain Injury Alliance for referrals for services.  There won’t be a “wait list” per se, but people in the system will have an advantage in applying.

Q re: security issues with residents?  Housing support process similar to “house rules” or behavior “expectations.”  Basically, provide safe housing is first priority, and then work with residents to obtain other services to mitigate any behavioral issues.


Q re: is it “free housing?”  No.  Residents will pay some rent, up to 30% of their income.

BIA has worked with brain injury people for over 35 years and has found that residents want to be part of the community and be great neighbors.  


Q re: will ECE only be available to residents?  No.  It will be available to other families in the neighborhood as well.
Meeting Adjourned.
